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SUBJ: SPECIAL GEODETIC SATELLITE PROGRAM 
REF: A) 72 STATE 093883 B) 72 BANGKOK 18321 

1 . ON INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED REF A, EMBASSY IN 1972 REQUESTED 
SUPREME COMMAND PERMISSION FOR INSTALLATION OF A GEODETIC 
SATELLITE MONITORING STATION AT UDORN RTAFB, TO OPERATE BETWEEN 
JANUARY AND JULY 1973. SUPREME COMMAND APPROVED THIS REQUEST, 
AND FURTHER DETAILS WERE WORKED OUT BETWEEN THE U.S. DEFENSE 
MAPPING AGENCY (DMA) AND THE ROYAL THAI SIRVEY DEPARTMENT 
(RTSD). 

2. ALTHOUGH, AS FAR AS OUR RECORDS SHOW, NO FORMAL REQUEST 
WAS MADE FOR EXTENSION OF THE PROGRAM BEYOND JULY 1973, THE 
MONITORING STATION CONTINUED TO OPERATE AT UDORN UNTIL USAF 
OPERATIONS THERE RECENTLY CEASED. AT THAT TIME, THE MONITORING 
STATION WAS MOVED TO THE ROOF OF FIFTH FIELD HOSPITAL, A U.S. 
MILITARY-LEASED BUILDING IN BANGKOK, ITSELF SOON TO BE VACATED. 

3. DMA WISHES TO CONTINUE ITS MONITORING ACTIVITIES IN 
THAILAND. PREFERABLY OPERATING FROM THE GROUNDS OF THE 
RTSD. WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN SOUNDED AND AGREES IN 
PRINCIPLE. DMA IS PREPARED, IF REQUESTED BY RTSD, TO OFFER 
RTSD THE USE OF THE PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT FOR RTSD PURPOSES 
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USE, WHICH WOULD BE OF CONSIDERABLE VALUE TO IT. 

4. RTSD BELIEVES THAT THE OPERATION SHOULD BE REGULARIZED, 
EITHER BY A NEW EXCHANGE OF LETTERS BETWEEN DMA AND RTSD 
OR AT THE EMBASSY - RTG LEVEL. IF THE DMA-RTSD ROUTE WERE 
CHOSE, RTSD WOULD SUBMIT THE CASE TO SUPREME COMMAND, 
WHICH MIGHT OR MIGHT NOT PUT IT THROUGH MOD TO MFA. 

5. THE MONITORING HAS IN THE PAST BEEN CONDUCTED 

BY TWO DMA CIVILIAN PERSONNEL WHO COME TO THAILAND. WITH 
OFFICIAL PASSPORTS AND 30-DAY VISAS, FOR PERIODS OF ABOUT 
60 DAYS, TWO OR THREE TIMES A YEAR. THE VISAS HAVE BEEN 
EXTENDED TO COVER THE FULL PERIOD OF STAY. IF THE PERSONNEL 
ARE IN FUTURE TO REMAIN IN THAILAND FULL-TIME, A MORE 
APPROPRIATE STATUS SHOULD BE WORKED OUT WITH THE RTG. THE 
BEST WAY TO PROCEED, THEREFORE, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF 
OTHER RECENT EVENTS, WOULD BE THROUGH THE EMBASSY-MFA 
CHANNEL. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF THE EMBASSY WERE AUTHORIZED 
TO OFFER THE USE OF THE PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT TO THE THAI 
DURING NON-TRACKING PROGRAM PERIODS, INSTEAD OF WAITING FOR 
THEM TO ASK. IN APPROACHING MFA, WE WOULD NOT PROPOSE TO 
LINK THE SUBJECT WITH THE RESDUAL FORCES QUESTION. 

6. DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTIONS REQUESTED. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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